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[bookmark: _GoBack]Where are you going, where have you been
Introduction
This is a short story that Joyce Carol Oates writes about a fifteen-year-old girl known by the name Connie who, just like any other teenager, goes through the issues that comes with it. Connie is beautiful but has self-consciousness issues. She is constantly craning her neck to take a glance at every mirror she comes across to confirm that her face is right (Oates and Wolff, 2013). Unfortunately, she has a terrible relationship with her mother, who is always scolding her for the behavior because she is unbelievably jealous of her youth and how beautiful she is. Connie always raises her eyebrows at the familiar old comments that her mother keeps making every time she catches Connie craning to glance at the mirrors. She knows she is beautiful, and to her, that is everything.   She has an elder sister called June. Her mother and her mother’s sisters constantly keep comparing her with June, which was is unfair to her. June is relatively plain and chunky but also hardworking.
Their father is always busy, spending most of his time at work and while at home he likes reading newspapers while having supper and after that, he goes to bed. He avoids talking to them even when her mother picks on her in his presence. This makes Connie wish both she and her mother were dead.
Connie keeps sneaking to go out with her friends at the shopping plaza to meet boys though she likes acting differently when they are around. One day, as she is in one of her friends, called Ellie, she meets Arnold Friend. This is a mysterious guy who drives a convertible. Later on, her family goes for Sunday barbeque and leaves her home alone, where she enjoys her own company. As she is there enjoying her music, a car drives along the driveway, and she finds out it Arnold. He requests her to hope in for a drive. At this point, Connie is not sure about trusting him, and so she declines the offer. Arnold insists on tagging her along, and this time he calls her name. Connie wonders how he came to know her name, and on being asked, he says he knows her family is not coming back home any time soon and that he has been asking about her from other children. After a long while, Arnold is still trying to convince Connie, who is still unsure about being tagged along by him. She later asks him about his age, and he lies to be 18; according to what Connie can see, the guy could be 30 or even older. Connie tells him to leave and threatens to call the police, but the guy remains adamant and insists that she goes out with him and that if she doesn't, he will hurt her family. This goes on and on, and after some time, Arnold is gently, menacingly threatening her in attempts to get her out of the house, and Connie eventually gets tired of the back and forth where she accepts to follow him. It is strongly believed that Arnold then takes her from home to a different location, where he sexually assaults her and later murders her.
This story depicts idealism versus realism. In it, there is also deception, music, and independence. Connie’s mother's ideas to try and make her look like her sister depicts idealism versus realism. This idea is also seen in Connie’s life.
Connie brings out the concept of independence, where she is seen craving for independence in her way of life. First, she is seen sneaking to go out with her friends, and secondly, she remains at home on Sunday when every other member of the family goes out for barbeque. Music comes out very strongly where Connie is left home on that Sunday and is there enjoying her own company while listening to music. Deception is also an idea depicted in this story where Connie deceives her family by sneaking out, leaving her family at home to be with her friends. She is also deceptive to her friends when she acts differently when they are around. Arnold Friend is also hugely linked to deception in this story, where he lures Connie to go with him only for her to be sexually assaulted and killed. Connie feels pressured by her mother to be like her sisters, and she uses mean questions on her like, "Why don't you keep your room clean like your sister?  How've you got your hair fixed—what the hell stinks?  Hair spray?  You don’t see your sister using that junk.” Her friends also pressure her to live in a certain way. The upbeat sound of the song shows this. She has to pretend in the presence of her friends that all is well to meet their expectations. She harbors challenging feelings for her mother and even wishes her dead, as seen in the story. This goes on until the pressure is too much for her to bear. She feels tired of giving too much to meet the demands of her family and the expectations of her friends, that the tension in her life suggests that something must change for her to be free. She rebels by going out with her friends and boys. Her going out at night with her friends pre-empts of a more dangerous eventuality leads to her downfall.
Attic Doctor shows the deceptive nature of Arnold. In his song, his lyrics mimic what Arnold says to Connie, which does not seem very manipulative. Arnold tries to assure Connie of how sincere he is by telling her, "Don't you know I'm your friend?" he also smiles at her to deceive her that he is a friendly person. Connie constantly feels very uncomfortable with Arnold Friend, but he keeps greening to reassure her of his innocence. The lyrics in the song make people very worried about Connie and this whole situation. Music also comes out as a fundamental idea. It is seen right from the escapism of Connie. Also, when they went out with friends, there is music that is said to have made everything seem alright. The music was something to depend upon as it was always in the background.
In conclusion, these songs are placed in chronological order where they match the events one after another. The song by MacDemarco comes first as it talks of Connie before her encounter with Arnold. After that, we have Toe Cutter- Thumb Buster," which shows how Connie pursues her independence. It shows a darker ending. After that, we see the realization of Connie on the insincerity of Arnold Friend.  Connie’s nativity is also depicted. The fourth song shows Connie's desire to escape her reality in life without considering the negative side of it. It does not have lyrics, but it can create the dark and sinister mood of the story. This shows how power can be.
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